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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 14428 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG OPEC 

SUBJECT: DATE FOR OPEC MINISTERIAL MEETING 

1 . INDONESIAN MINISTER OF MINING SADLI, CURRENTLY CHARIMAN 
OF OPEC, ADVISED ME NOVEMBER 4 THAT BECAUSE OF CONFLICT WITH 
CIEC MINISTERIAL MEETING IN PARIS, OPEC MINISTERS WOULD MEET 
IN QATAR DECEMBER 20. 
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2. SADLI COMMENTED THAT WHEN DATE HAD BEEN SET MINISTERS 
HAD ASSUMED DIRECTION OF NEW AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION ON 
ENERGY POLICY WOULD BE APPARENT. HE CONJECTURED THAT 
MINISTERS HAD NOT FOCUSED ON FACT THAT IF DEMOCRATS WON 
NEW ADMINISTRATION WOULD NOT TAKE OFFICE UNTIL JANUARY 20. 
THIS FACT MAY MAKE SOME DIFFERENCE IN OPEC DECISION ON 
PRICES. OPEC MIGHT MAKE ONLY MODEST RAISE WAITING UNITL 
POSITION OF NEW ADMINISTRATION CLEARER BEFORE DETERMINING 
FINAL FIGURE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS PROBABLY ONLY SADLI'S PERSONAL 
CONJECTURE. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT OTHER SENTIMENT 
MAY EXIST FOR TEMPERING OPEC DECISION UNTIL POSITION OF 
NEW ADMINISTRATION CLEARER, PARTICULARLY ON ISSUES BEFORE 
CIEC. 
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